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Abstract

This research paper examines the role of women entrepreneurs in promoting sustainable economic
growth in Maharashtra. Women entrepreneurship has emerged as an important factor for economic
development, employment generation, poverty reduction, and social empowerment. The study
highlights the contribution of women entrepreneurs in traditional as well as emerging sectors such
as handloom, food processing, retail, hospitality, and digital commerce. It also evaluates
government initiatives, opportunities, and challenges affecting women entrepreneurs. The study is
based on secondary data collected from books, research journals, reports, and government
publications. The analysis reveals that women entrepreneurs contribute significantly to
employment generation, local development, and financial independence. However, barriers such
as lack of finance, social restrictions, inadequate infrastructure, and market limitations continue to
affect their growth. The paper concludes that strengthening financial inclusion, entrepreneurial
education, digital access, and institutional support can enhance women entrepreneurship and

contribute to sustainable and inclusive development in Maharashtra.
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Introduction

Sustainable development has become a major objective of global economic and social policies. It
focuses on balanced economic growth, environmental protection, and social equity. Women’s
participation in entrepreneurial activities contributes not only to economic productivity but also to

broader social transformation through employment generation, poverty reduction, and decision-
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making power within families and communities. Maharashtra is one of India’s economically
advanced states and has shown considerable growth in women-owned enterprises. Women
entrepreneurs are increasingly entering traditional as well as modern sectors, contributing to

sustainable and inclusive economic development.
Objectives of the Study

e To examine the role of women entrepreneurs in promoting sustainable economic growth in
Maharashtra.

e To identify the opportunities and challenges faced by women entrepreneurs.

e To analyze the contribution of women-led enterprises toward employment generation and
social development.

e To evaluate the effectiveness of government initiatives supporting women entrepreneurship.

e To suggest measures for strengthening women entrepreneurship for sustainable development.

Research Methodology

The present study is descriptive and analytical in nature. The research is mainly based on secondary
data collected from books, journals, government reports, research papers, websites, and
publications related to women entrepreneurship and sustainable development. Data has been
analyzed using percentage analysis, graphical representation, and interpretative methods. The
study focuses on women entrepreneurs in Maharashtra and evaluates their economic and social

contributions.
Government Initiatives Supporting Women Entrepreneurs

e TREAD (Trade Related Entrepreneurship Assistance and Development) provides training and
financial assistance.

e Mahila Coir Yojana encourages rural women to establish coir-based enterprises.

e Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) supports micro-enterprises
through subsidies.

e Entrepreneurship Development Programs (EDPs) improve managerial and technical skills.

e Cluster Development Programs provide infrastructural and institutional support.

Women Empowerment and Sustainable Development

Women empowerment is essential for sustainable development. Empowered women contribute to
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economic growth, social stability, and environmental management. Expanding educational
opportunities, financial access, leadership participation, and digital literacy can significantly

improve women'’s entrepreneurial capacity and promote inclusive development.
Women Entrepreneurs in Maharashtra

Maharashtra has witnessed a significant rise in women-owned enterprises. Many women
entrepreneurs operate in sectors such as handloom, handicrafts, food processing, retail trade,
hospitality, and digital commerce. Despite increasing participation, many businesses remain small-

scale due to limited finance, technology, and market access.
Data Analysis and Interpretation
1. Sector-wise Participation

Women entrepreneurs in Maharashtra are actively engaged in various sectors. Traditional sectors

still dominate, while digital and service-based sectors are gradually expanding.

Sector-wise Participation of Women Entrepreneurs

Handloom

Food Processing

Digital Commerce

Hospitality

Retail

e Handloom and handicrafts represent the largest participation among women entrepreneurs.
e Food processing and retail sectors are emerging rapidly.

e Digital commerce is increasing because of internet accessibility and e-commerce platforms.
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2. Challenges Faced by Women Entrepreneurs

Women entrepreneurs face several social, financial, and infrastructural barriers that affect business

growth.

Challenges Faced by Women Entrepreneurs

Percentage

Finance Infrastructure Social Barriers Market Acces&/ork-Life Balance

e Lack of finance is the biggest challenge faced by women entrepreneurs.
e Social barriers and family responsibilities affect business expansion.

e Inadequate infrastructure and limited market access reduce competitiveness.

3. Contribution toward Sustainable Development

Women entrepreneurs contribute significantly to employment generation, local economic

development, and social empowerment.
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e Women-owned enterprises generate employment opportunities in rural and urban areas.
e Entrepreneurship strengthens women empowerment and financial independence.

e Women entrepreneurs contribute to local production and community development.

Major Challenges Faced by Women Entrepreneurs

Women entrepreneurs frequently face social restrictions, lack of collateral security, inadequate
infrastructure, digital illiteracy, and difficulties in balancing family and professional
responsibilities. Limited networking opportunities and restricted access to markets also affect

business growth.
Emerging Opportunities for Women Entrepreneurs

Digital platforms, e-commerce, self-help groups, cooperative organizations, and government
support programs are creating new opportunities for women entrepreneurs. Innovation in product
design, online marketing, and skill development programs can further strengthen women-led

enterprises.
Conclusion

Women entrepreneurs are playing a significant role in promoting sustainable and inclusive

economic growth in Maharashtra. Their contribution extends beyond income generation to
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employment creation, social empowerment, and community development. The study reveals that
women entrepreneurs are increasingly participating in traditional as well as modern sectors,
contributing to regional development and financial stability. However, financial barriers, social
limitations, infrastructural challenges, and lack of market exposure continue to affect their growth
potential. Government initiatives and institutional support have positively influenced women
entrepreneurship, but stronger implementation and greater financial inclusion are still required.
Promoting entrepreneurial education, digital literacy, skill development, and supportive social
policies can strengthen women entrepreneurship and ensure long-term sustainable development in

Mabharashtra.
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