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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine to study the policies and concepts of Kingship of the absolute
power government, King Rama 1-4, to focus on the social reforms done by modern government King Rama
5-7 and to study the success and failure of the constitutional government (King Rama 8 —and King Rama 9
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Introduction

Prehistory the earliest known inhabitation of present-day Thailand dates to the Paleolithic period, about
20,000 years ago. Archaeology has revealed evidence of prehistoric inhabitants in the Khorat Plateau in
the northeast, who may have forged bronze implements as early as 3000 B.C. and cultivated rice during the
fourth millennium B.C.Early History: In the ninth century B.C., Mon and Khmer people established
kingdoms that included large areas of what is now Thailand. Much of what these people absorbed from
contacts with South Asian peoples—religious, social, political, and cultural ideas and institutions-later
influenced the development of Thailand's culture and national identity. In the second century B.C., the
Hindu-led state of Funan in present-day Cambodia and central Thailand had close commercial contact with
India and was a base for Hindu merchant-missionaries. In the southern Isthmus of Kra, Malay city-states
controlled routes used by traders and travelers journeying between India and Indochina (present-day
Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam).

Nanchao Period (650—-1250): Located on the southwestern border of China's Tang empire (A.D. 618-907),
Nanchao served as a buffer for and later rival to China. The Tai, a people who originally lived in Nanchao,
migrated into mainland Southeast Asia over a period of many centuries during the first millenniumA.D.
Sukhothai Period (1238-1438): In 1238 a Tai chieftain, Sri Intraditya, declared his independence from
Khmer overlords and established a kingdom at Sukhothai in the Chao Phraya Valley in central Thailand.
The people of the central plain took the name Thai, which means “free,” to distinguish themselves from
other Tai people still under foreign rule. The Kingdom of Sukhothai conquered the Isthmus of Kra in the
thirteenth century and financed itself with war booty and tribute from vassal states in Burma, Laos, and the
Malay Peninsula. During the reign of Ramkhamhaeng (Rama the Great, r. 1279-98), Sukhothai
established diplomatic relations with the Yuan Dynasty (1279-1368) in China and acknowledged China's
emperor as its nominal overlord. After Ramkhamhaeng's death, the vassal states gradually broke away; a
politically weakened Sukhothai was forced to submit in 1378 to the rising new Thai Kingdom of Ayutthaya
and was completely absorbed by 1438.

During and following the Sukhothai period, the Thai-speaking Kingdom of Lan Na flourished in the north
near the border with Burma. With its capital at Chiang Mai, the name also sometimes given to this kingdom,
Lan Na emerged as an independent city-state in 1296. Later, from the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries,
Lan Na came under the control of Burma.

Ayutthaya Period (1350-1767): The city-state of Ayutthaya was founded in 1350 and established its capital




in 1351 on the Chao Phraya River in central Thailand, calling it Ayutthaya, after Ayodhaya, the Indian city of
the hero Rama in the Hindu epic Ramayana. In 1360 Ramathibodi (r.1351-69) declared Theravada
Buddhism as the official religion and compiled a legal code based on Hindu legal texts and Thai custom that
remained in effect until the late nineteenth century.

Ayutthaya became the region's most powerful kingdom, eventually capturing Angkor and forcing the Khmer to
submit to Thai suzerainty. Rather than a unified kingdom, Ayutthaya was a patchwork of self-governing
principalities and tributary provinces ruled by members of the royal family who owed allegiance to the king.
The king, however, was an absolute monarch who took on god-like aspects. This belief in a divine kingship
continued until the eighteenth century. The kingdom became increasingly sophisticated as new social,
political, and economic developments took place.

In 1511 Ayutthaya received its first diplomatic mission from the Portuguese, who earlier that year had
conquered the state of Malacca to the south. Ayutthaya concluded trade treaties with Portugal in 1516 and
with the Netherlands in 1592 and established commercial ties with Japan and England in the seventeenth
century. Thai diplomatic missions also went to Paris and The Hague. When the Dutch used force to extract
extraterritorial rights and freer trade access in 1664, Ayutthaya turned to France for assistance in building
fortifications. In addition to construction engineers, French missionaries and the first printing press soon
arrived. Fear of the threat of foreign religion to Buddhism and the arrival of English warships provoked anti-
European reactions in the late seventeenth century and ushered in a 150-year period of conscious isolation
from contacts with the West.

After a bloody dynastic struggle in the 1690s, Ayutthaya entered what some historians have called its golden
age—a relatively peaceful period in the second quarter of the eighteenth century when art, literature, and
learning flourished. The rising power of Burma led to a Burmese invasion of Ayutthaya and the destruction of
its capital and culture in 1767. Only a Chinese attack on Burma kept the chaotic Thai polity from Burmese
subjugation.

Thon Buri Period (1767—82): The Thai made a quick recovery under the leadership of a half-Chinese military
commander, Phraya Taksin. Taksin had escaped from the besieged Ayutthaya and organized resistance to
the Burmese invaders, eventually driving them out. Taksin declared himself king and established a new
capital at Thon Buri, a fortress town across the river from modern Bangkok. By 1774 Taksin had annexed Lan
Na and reunited Ayutthaya in 1776. He was deposed and executed in 1782, however, by his ministers, who
invoked interests of the state over Taksin's claim to divinity.

Early Chakri Period (1782—-1868): Another general, Chakri, assumed the throne and took the name Yot Fa (or
Rama |, r. 1782—-1809). Yot Fa established the ruling house that continues to the present. The court moved
across the river to the village of Bangkok, the kingdom's economy revived, and what remained of the artistic
heritage of Ayutthaya was restored. The Kingdom of Bangkok consolidated claims to territory in Cambodia
and the Malayan state of Kedah while Britain annexed territory in an area that had been contested by the Thai
and the Burmese for centuries. Subsequent treaties—in 1826 with Britain and in 1833 with the United
States—granted foreign trade concessions in Bangkok. The kingdom's expansion was halted in all directions
by 1851.

T¥1e reign of King Mongkut (Rama IV, r. 1851-68) marked a new opening to the Western nations. To avoid the
humiliations suffered by China and Burma in their wars with Britain and the resulting unequal treaties,
Bangkok negotiated and signed treaties with Britain, the United States, France, and other European countries
between 1855 and 1870. As a result, commerce with the West increased and, in turn, revolutionized the Thai
economy and connected it to the world monetary system. Foreign demands for extraterritoriality convinced
Mongkut that legal and administrative reforms were needed if Siam (as the Thai kingdom was officially known
from 1855 to 1939 and from 1946 to 1949; prior to then, the Thai traditionally named their country after the
capital city) were to be treated as an equal by the Western powers. Monkut's death in 1868 postponed further
reforms, however.




Reign of Chulalongkorn, Reforms, and War (1868—-1932): Real reform occurred during the reign of
Chulalongkorn (RamaV, r. 1868—1910). After his formal enthronement in 1873, he announced reforms of the
judiciary, state finance, and the political structure. An antireform revolt was suppressed in 1874, after which
Chulalongkorn embarked on less radical approaches. In time, he ordered the gradual elimination of slavery
and corvée labor. He introduced currency-based taxes and a conscription-based regular army. In 1893 a
centralized state administration replaced the semifeudal provincial administration. The regime established
European-style schools for children of the royal family, and sent government officials, promising civil servants,
and military officers to Europe for further education. The first railroad line was opened between Bangkok and
Ayutthaya in 1897, and it was extended farther north in 1901 and 1909. To the south, rail connections were
made in 1903, linking with British rail lines in Malaya.

During this time, British and French colonial advances in Southeast Asia posed serious threats to Siam's
independence and forced Siam to relinquish its claims in Cambodia, Laos, and the northern Malay states.
Although much diminished in territory by the 1910s, Siam preserved its independence, and the kingdom
served as a buffer state between the British and French colonies. During this time, anti-Chinese sentiments
came to the fore. About 10 percent of the population was Chinese, and ethnic Chinese largely controlled many
government positions, the rice trade, and other enterprises, much to the resentment of the native Thai.

Siam joined the Allies in declaring war against Germany during World War | (1914-18) and a small
expeditionary force to the European western front. These actions won Siam favorable amendments to its
treaties with France and Britain at the end of the war. Siam also gained, as spoils of war, impounded German
ships for use in its merchant marine. Siam took part in the Versailles peace conference in 1919 and was a
founding member of the League of Nations.

The Emergence of Constitutional Rule (1932—41): Abloodless coup d'état in 1932, engineered by a group of
Western-oriented and nationalist-minded government officials and army officers, ended the absolute
monarchy and ushered in a constitutional regime. The first parliamentary elections were held in November
1933, confirming Minister of Finance Pridi Phanomyong's popularity, but Luang Plack Phibunsongkhram
(Phibun) used his considerable power as minister of defense to assert the superior efficiency of the military
administration over the civilian bureaucracy. In 1938 Phibun succeeded as prime minister, with Pridi
continuing with the finance portfolio. The Phibun administration promoted nationalism and in 1939 officially
changed the nation's name from Siam to Muang Thai (Land of the Free), or Thailand. Foreign-owned
businesses (mostly Chinese) were heavily taxed, and state subsidies were offered to Thai-owned
enterprises. The people were encouraged to emulate European-style fashions. Betel chewing was
prohibited, and opium addicts were prosecuted. Irridentist claims for lost territories in Cambodia and Laos
were revived amidst new anti-French sentiment. Phibun cultivated closer relations with Japan as a model for
modernization and a challenge to European power.

Thailand during World War |l (1941-45): After World War 1l broke out in Europe (1939-45), Japan used its
influence with the Vichy regime in France to obtain territorial concessions for Thailand in Laos and Cambodia.
The war for Thailand began in earnest on December 8, 1941, when Thai and Japanese troops clashed on the
Isthmus of Kra. Bangkok acceded to Japan's demands that its troops be permitted to cross the isthmus to
invade Burma and Malaya. In January 1942, Phibun signed a mutual defense pact with Japan and declared
war against Britain and the United States. Seni Pramoj, the anti-Japanese Thai ambassador to Washington,
refused to deliver the declaration of war, and the United States refrained from declaring war on Thailand. Seni
organized a Free Thai movement, and, with U.S. government support, Thai personnel were trained for anti-
Japanese underground activities. In Thailand, Pridi ran a clandestine movement that, by the end of the war,
with Allied aid had armed more than 50,000 Thai to resist the Japanese. During the early war years, Phibun
was rewarded for his cooperation with Tokyo with the return of further territory that had once been under Thai
control. Japan stationed some 150,000 troops in Thailand and built the infamous “death railway” across the
River Kwai and through Thailand using Allied prisoners of war. The Allies bombed Bangkok during the warr,
and public opinion and the civilian political leaders forced Phibun out of office in June 1944.




Civilian Government (1944—47): Shortly after the war, Seni Pramoj briefly served as prime minister. In May
1946, a new constitution was promulgated. It called for a bicameral legislature with a popularly elected lower
house and an upper house elected by the lower house. The name Siam was officially restored. The 1946
elections set the stage for Pridi's accession to the prime minstership. However, two weeks after the election
Pridi was accused of being implicated in the untimely death of King Ananda Mahidol (Rama VI, r. 1935-46),
and he resigned and left the country. The new king, Bhumibol Adulyadej (Rama IX, r. 1946—), who was born in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 1927, had spent the war in Switzerland and returned there after a brief first visit
to Thailand in 1945. He did not return to Bangkok to take up his kingly duties until 1951, following a
government-engineered coup.

Return to Military Rule (1947-73): The civilian government's failure eventually led to the restoration of the
Phibun military faction. Phibun had been arrested in 1945 as a war criminal but was released soon afterward.
A coup in November 1947 ousted the civilian leaders, and Phibun took over as prime minister in April 1948.
During his second government (1948-57), Phibun restored the use of the name Thailand, reintroduced
legislation to make Thai social behavior conform to Western standards, improved secondary education, and
increased military appropriations. Phibun's traditional anticommunist position led to Thailand's continued
recognition of Taiwan, and he supported the French in their actions against communist insurgents in
Indochina. Thailand also provided ground, naval, and air units to the UN forces fighting during the Korean War
(1950-53; Thai forces continued to serve in South Korea until 1972). Phibun brought Thailand into the new
Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) in 1954. In 1955 SEATO's headquarters was established in
Bangkok, and Thailand offered the United States the use of Thai military bases. In an attempt to generate
popular support, Phibun articulated a policy of democracy, but he was deposed in a bloodless coup in
September 1957.

Military-controlled government continued between 1957 and 1967. There was talk under Prime Minister Sarit
Thanarat of a “restoration” of the king, and a strong popular affection for the monarchy arose. The regime
emphasized the kingdom's Buddhist heritage in an effort to gain support from monks for government
programs. Anticommunism continued to influence Thailand's foreign affairs, and in 1961 Thailand, the
Philippines, and newly independent Malaya (since 1963, Malaysia) formed the Association of Southeast Asia
(ASA). In 1967 Thailand became a founding member of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
a broader regional cooperative organization that replaced the ASA. At the same time, Prime Minister Thanom
Kittikachorn decided to shorten the timetable for the country's transition from the military-dominated
leadership structure to a popularly elected government.

In June 1968, a new constitution was proclaimed, but martial law, which had been imposed in 1958, remained
in effect. Party politics resumed in 1968, and Thanom's United Thai People's Party carried the February 1969
National Assembly elections. The new government, however, had to respond to numerous issues: a Muslim
insurgency in southern Thailand, communist guerrillas operating in jungle areas north of the Thai-Malaysia
border, the successes of communist forces in Vietham and Laos, and other regional unrest and protests
against the government. In November 1971, Thanom carried out a coup against his own government, thereby
ending the three-year experiment in parliamentary democracy. The constitution was suspended, political
parties were banned, and the military took full charge in suppressing opposition.

Transition to Democratic Rule (1973—-76): The stern moves by the Thanom regime led to popular
dissatisfaction among university students and organized labor, accompanied by growing anti-U.S.
sentiments. Some feared Thanom would even overthrow the monarchy and establish a republic. In a
demonstration on October 13, 1973, some 250,000 people pressed their grievances against the government.
The following day, troops fired on the demonstrators, killing 75 of them. King Bhumibol took a rare direct role,
forcing the cabinet's resignation; Thanom and his close colleagues were allowed to leave the country secretly.
Thammasak University president Sanya Dharmasakti was appointed interim prime minister, and it was he
who fully credited the student movement with bringing down the military dictatorship. A new constitution went



into effect in October 1974, providing for a popularly elected House of Representatives. The elections were
inconclusive, and conservative Seni Pramoj eventually formed a government that lasted less than a month.
His brother, Kukrit Pramoj, then put together a more acceptable centrist coalition that lasted until January
1976. Seni returned as prime minister but only until October 1976, when security forces suppressed violent
student demonstrations, and Seni was ousted. A military junta took control of the government, declared
martial law, annulled the constitution, banned political parties, and strictly censored the media.

Military Rule and Limited Parliamentary Government (1976—92): The new government, led by Prime Minister
Thanin Kraivichien, a strident anticommunist, was more repressive in many ways than the earlier military
regimes. Strict censorship continued, and the regime tightly controlled labor unions and purged suspected
communists from the civil service and educational institutions. As a result, many students joined the
communist insurgency. Thanin was replaced in 1977 by General Kriangsak Chomanand. He promulgated a
new constitution in December 1978 with a popularly elected House of Representatives and an appointed
Senate, but the military controlled cabinet and Senate appointments. Economic instability, however, brought
down the Kriangsak government in March 1980. The new prime minster, General Prem Tinsulanonda,
commander in chief of the army and minister of defense, came to power by consensus among key politicians.
He gave civilians a greater role in government by appointing civilians to his cabinet. A coup attempt in 1981
weakened Prem's government, and there was continual dissension among the civilian members of the
government. Despite student and farmer demonstrations, Prem was reappointed as prime minister in April
1983. He survived a coup attempt in September 1985 and elections in July 1986. Prem was succeeded as
prime minister following elections in July 1988 by General Chatichai Choonhavan, the leader of a multiparty
coalition. The following years saw a series of military-led governments, efforts to reform, coups, new
elections, and coalition party politics. Reforms were introduced in the business sector, the government
allowed increased foreign investment, and relations with Cambodia, Laos, and Vietham improved. Charges
of corruption and abuse of power abounded, however, and Chatichai was removed from power in a bloodless
coup in February 1991.

Multiparty Democracy, Since 1992: In March 1992, with a new constitution in hand and new elections held,
General Suchinda Kraprayoon, one of the February 1991 coup leaders, became prime minister and leader of
a five-party coalition. When those parties withdrew their support, Suchinda resigned in May 1992, and Anand
Panyarachun, a civilian who had served as acting prime minister between March 1991 and March 1992, was
named prime minister. Anand embarked on new reform measures, but he was replaced after the September
1992 elections by Democratic Party (Phak Prachatipat) leader Chuan Leekpai, the head of a four-party
coalition. Chuan's government pushed through constitutional amendments that provided for more wide-
ranging democratic practices, enlarged the House of Representatives, reduced the size of the appointed
Senate, lowered the voting age from 20 to 18 years of age, guaranteed equality for women, and established
an administrative court. In January 1985, the Thai Nation Party (Phak Chat Thai) won the largest number of
House seats, and its leader, Banharn Silapa-Archa, headed the new coalition government. In March 1996,
Banharn appointed the members of the new Senate; unlike earlier Senates, most members were civilians
instead of military officers. The failure of his coalition, however, led to new elections and a new six-party
coalition government in November 1996 led by General Chavalit Yongchaiyudh, head of the Phak Khwam
Wang Mai (New Aspiration Party).

Chavalit made key economic portfolio appointments to his cabinet, but he failed to implement the austere
fiscal policies needed to revive a weak economy. In mid-1997 a major financial crisis ensued, the
baht—Thailand's currency—was devalued, the Central Bank governor resigned, and widespread protests
took place. The government announced austerity measures, and the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
intervened, but the economy continued to deteriorate. Despite a new constitution promulgated in October
1997, confidence in Chavalit continued to slide, and elections in November returned Chuan Leekpai to the
prime ministership as head of a seven-party coalition. This transfer of power without military intervention, from
one elected leader to another, represented a major breakthrough in the development of democratic




processes in Thailand. The baht continued to devalue, however, and social unrest recurred. By the summer of
1998, the economy had become more stable, although investigations into banking practices continued to
uncover mismanagement and irregularities. With assistance from the IMF, Thailand gradually regained
macroeconomic stability.

During the Rattanakosin Period the Chakri kings tried to continue the concepts of Ayutthaya kingship once
again emphasizing the connection between the sovereign and his subjects. On the other hand they continued
to not relinquish any authority of the throne. During this period (King Rama 2, Rama 3 and Rama 4) tried to
create the first semblance of a modern government, creating ministries and appointing chief ministers to help
with the running government. Most notable of these was Somdet Chao Phraya Prayurawongse and Si
Suriyawongse, who both acted as Chief Ministers for King Mongkut and (as regent until 1873) to King
Chulalongkorn, respectively.

King Chulalongkorn or Rama V ascended the throne as king of Siam in 1868. King Chulalongkorn; himself
educated by westerners, was intent on reforming the monarchy along western lines. First he abolished the
practice of kneeling and crawling in front of the monarch and repealed many laws concerning the relationship
between the monarch and his people. Instead he created a monarchy based on western lines of an
'enlightened ruler'; absolute but enlightened. However he continued to preserve many ancient aspects and
rituals of the old kingship, including his religious and feudal powers. In 1874 the King created a privy council,
copied from the European tradition to help him rule his Kingdom. During his reign Siam was pressured to
relinquish control of it old tributaries of Laos and Northern Malaya to Western powers, Siam itself narrowly
avoided being colonized. His son King Vajiravudh or Rama 6 who succeeded in 1910 continued his father's
zeal for reform and brought the monarchy into the 20th century. He was succeeded by his brother King
Prajadhipok or Rama 8 in 1925. In June 1932, a group of foreign educated students and military men called
“the Promoters” carried out a bloodless Revolution, seizing power and demanded that King Prajadhipok,
grant the people of Siam a constitution. The king agreed and the people were granted a constitution in
December 1932 by ending 150 years of absolute Chakri rule. From then on the role of the monarch was
relegated to that of a symbolic head of state. His powers from then was exercised by the Prime Minister and
the National Assembly.

In 1935 King Prajadhipok abdicated the throne, following disagreements with the increasingly authoritarian
government. Rama 7 lived in exile in the United Kingdom until his death. The king was replaced by his young
nephew Ananda Mahidol or Rama 8. The new king was 10 years old and was living abroad in Switzerland; a
council of regents was appointed in his place. During this period the role and powers of the King was entirely
usurped by the fascist government of Pleak Phibulsonggram, who aligned Siam on the side of the Axis powers
during the Second World War. By the end of the war Phibulsonggram was removed and the young King
returned. During the War many of the King's relatives were part of the Free Thai movement, which provided
resistance to foreign occupation during the war and helped rehabilitated Thailand after the war.

After the mysterious death of Rama 8 in 1946 his brother, Prince Bhumibol Adulyadej or Rama 9, aged
19 years old, became the new monarch. To date he is the world's longest serving Head of state and longest
reigning monarch. The King of Thailand, currently King Bhumibol Adulyadej is the world's longest reigning
monarch, and has reigned since 1946. The Constitution stipulates that although the sovereignty of the state is
vested in the people, the King will exercise such powers through the three branches of the Thai government.
Under the constitution the King is given very little power, but remains a figurehead and symbol of the Thai
nation. As the Head of State however he is given some powers and has a role to play in the machinations of
government. According to the Constitution, the King is the Head of the Armed forces, required to be Buddhist
as well as the defender of all faiths in the country. The King also retained some traditional powers such as the
power to appoint his heirs, power to grant pardons and the royal assent. The King is aided in his duties by the
Privy Council of Thailand.

Since 1932 the Head of Government of Thailand has been the Prime Minister of Thailand: usually the leader
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of the largest party or the largest coalition party in the lower house of Parliament. The Prime Minister is, in
accordance with the constitution selected:; first by an election in the lower house then officially appointed by

the King.

The Prime Minister as head of the executive branch is also the leader of the Cabinet of Thailand. The Prime
Minister therefore retains the prerogative to appoint or remove any Minister he so chooses. As the most visible
member of the government the Prime Minister represent the country abroad as well as the main
spokesperson for the government at home.

There are three main eras in the history of Thai Government. The Thai Government formulated and
implemented various.

Policies and programs for the sake of development of the society and ultimately the nation during all
the eras. The constitutional government working more successfully. How the constitutional government is
working? What are the policies of the Thai Government during three eras. Which era has become more
popular among the people? Why? To find out the answers of all these questions the researcher purposefully
selected the topic entitled “A comparative study of government policies during three eras of Kingship in
Thailand.

Il.LLITERATURE REVIEWS

1. David K. Wyatt, Family policies in Nineteenth century, Thailand.

This book reveals that one of the most arresting periods in modern Thai history is the latter half of the
nineteenth century, when a process of social and political development begunin the previous century reached
its fruition when a single bureaucratic family obtained a virtual monopoly on high state office in the reign of
King Mongkut (1851-68) and the first half of the reign of King Chulalongkorn (1868-1910). This situation had
profound effects on the course of modern Thailand's foreign relations, reforms and modernization.

2. Anand Punyarachun (2007) The Monarchy: An Indispensable Institution, Bangkok Post, The author
focused on the Monarchy.ls a form of government in which all political power is absolutely or nominally lodged
with an individual. As a political entity, the monarch is the head of state, generally until their death or
abdication, and "is wholly set apart from all other members of the state." The person who heads a monarchy
is called a monarch. It was a common form of government in the world during ancient and medieval times.

3. Grey, Dennis (ed.) (1988) the King of Thailand in World Focus, Bangkok: Foreign Correspondent's Club of
Thailand.

The world's longest-reigning monarch seen through the eyes of foreign journalists and photographers. A
unique royal history spanning nearly eight decades of turmoil and triumph.

King Bhumibol Adulyadej, Rama 9 : Great Strength of the Land, ninth king in the Chakri Dynasty, Father of
the Nation, peacemaker, Thailand's longest reigning monarch, the world's longest reigning living monarch.
Jazz composer, saxophonist, artist, inventor, patent holder, sailor, philanthropist, animal lover, expert in
agriculture and irrigation. Born in Boston and educated in Europe, this is an account of a teenager who
ascended the throne in the shadow of tragedy to be confronted by turbulence at home and revolution in
neighboring Indochina. For nearly half a century, King Bhumibol has remained inside Thailand, dedicating
himself to the country's poor, and wielding moral authority according to his personal philosophy: Give more,
take less.

This book documents a remarkable life through foreign newspaper, magazine and wire service reports as
compiled by the Foreign Correspondents Club of Thailand. The original version of The King of Thailand in
World Focus was undertaken in 1987 to coincide with King Bhumibol's 60th birthday. It has long been out of
print, but remains one of the mostinsightful and readable works on Thailand's widely revered monarch.

4. Mc Cargo, Duncan (2005) “Network monarchy and legitimacy crises in Thailand,” Pacific Review

This article argues that widely used ideas such as bureaucratic polity, constitutional monarchy, transitional
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democracy and political reform fail to characterize accurately the recent politics of Thailand. Instead, Thai
politics are best understood in terms of political networks. The leading network of the period 1973-2001 was
centered on the palace, and is here termed 'network monarchy'. Network monarchy involved active
interventions in the political process by the Thai King and his proxies, notably former Prime Minister Prem
Tinsulanond. Network monarchy developed considerable influence, but never achieved the conditions for
domination. Instead, the palace was obliged to work with and through other political institutions, primarily the
elected parliament. Although essentially conservative, network monarchy also took on liberal forms during the
1990s. Thailand experienced three major legitimacy crises after 1992; in each case, Prem acted on behalf of
the palace to restore political equilibrium. However, these interventions reflected the growing weakness of the
monarchy, especially following the landslide election victories of prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra in 2001
and 2005. Thaksin sought to displace network monarchy with new networks of his own devising. This article
suggests that conventional understandings of the power of the monarchy need to be rethought.

lll. OBJECTIVES

1. To study the policies and concepts of Kingship of the absolute power government, (King Rama 1-4)
2. Tofocus on the social reforms done by modern government (King Rama 5-7)
3. To study the success and failure of the constitutional government (King Rama 8 —and King Rama 9)

IV. HYPOTHESES

1. The king Rama (5-7) has formulated and implemented various policies of social reforms

2. The constitutional government is working successfully since its establishment.

3. Though the king of Thailand is a figurehead and symbol of nation under the constitutional government, he
has very meagre role in the government activities.

V. METHODOLOGY

Since this problem of research is complex and Multilateral, one method cannot be used for investigation,
Hence, the historical, analytical and surrey method will be employed. Both primary and secondary sources
will be used. In primary sources, official documents, files, records, election report, government gazettes shall
be used. In secondary sources, original books, articles, websites and other materials shall be referred.

Tool of the study

A questionnaire will be constructed to know the option of the students as regards to the three eras of
Thai Government.

Sample:
A sample of the present study consists of 300 postgraduate students studying in University, Bangkok,
Thailand.

V. CONCLUSION

The monarchy of Thailand (whose monarch is referred to as the King of Thailand or historically as the King of
Siam; refers to the constitutional monarchy and monarch of the Kingdom of Thailand (formerly Siam). The
King of Thailand is the head of state and head of the ruling Royal House of Chakri. Although the current Chakri
Dynasty was created in 1782, the existence of the institution of monarchy in Thailand is traditionally
considered to have its roots from the founding of the Sukhothai Kingdom in 1238, with a brief interregnum from
the death of Ekkathat to the accession of Taksin in the 18th century. The institution was transformed into a
constitutional monarchy in 1932 after the bloodless Siamese Revolution of 1932. The monarchy's official
ceremonial residence is the Grand Palace in Bangkok, while the private residence has been at the Dusit
Palace. Thailand's democracy has been very fragile and whenever the country was in crisis, the people hoped
the monarch would intervene. But the King, although very concerned with political fragility, always resolved
crises through democratic and constitutional means. In the past, the military often intervened when there were
political crises, but they failed to launch political reforms to consolidate Thailand's democracy. A military coup
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as William Klausner rightly notes, 'is personal and not transferable'. The extent of one's barami depends on
the possession of the ten kingly virtues and the ruler's righteous behavior. These attributes are personal and
are not related to one having the title of Devaraja or Dhammaraja.
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